
Lesson Sixty-three 
 

2nd John 
 

 
 

Author:  The author is identified in the letter only as “the elder” and is otherwise unnamed. It is 
unlikely that it referred to the official office of the elder, as established in the New Testament 
church. Some have suggested it was an affectionate designation similar to “the old man.”  There 
is, however, some ancient evidence that suggests some referred to the apostles and other 
eyewitnesses to Jesus’ ministry as elder. 
 
In light of the incredible similarity in styles between this letter and the letter of 1st John, and the 
evidence that supports that 1st John was written by the apostle John, there is no reason to 
believe anyone other than the apostle wrote this letter as well. 
 
Audience:  The letter is addressed to “the chosen lady and her children.”  There are two 
different points of view regarding the identity of the recipient of this letter. 
 
One point of view holds that it is truly a woman, whose name is not mentioned, who is a believer 
and whose children are well known to John. That would likely mean someone in or near the city 
of Ephesus that had been a part of his ministry there. 
 
The other view is that John adopts a literary form whereby he addresses a particular 
congregation as the chosen lady and the members of that congregation are “her children.” 
Scholars note that John used personal names in the letter of 3rd John and that, if this were truly 
a personal letter, he would have identified the lady to whom it is written. The material seems 
much more suited to a congregation rather than to a particular lady and her family. Therefore, 
most people treat this as a letter written to a congregation and not to an individual.  
 
Occasion For Writing:  John apparently heard a great report about how mature in the faith some 
of the people in the congregation were (v. 4). He wrote to encourage them to continue strong in 
their faith and to warn them of heresies of which he had heard. These heresies are basically the 
same ones he addresses in the letter of 1st John, therefore, there are a lot of similarities 
between the two letters.  
 
 
 



You Can Handle The Truth 
 

2nd John 1-13 
 

 Truth can be a hard commodity to find these days. Every election cycle, one candidate 
accuses the other candidate, and vice versa, of not telling the truth. We try to be informed 
citizens and watch and read the news so we can discern which candidate is telling the truth, 
only to find out that now we cannot be sure if the news organization is telling the truth or if they 
are slanting the news to their own preconceived views. 
 
 In a popular movie courtroom scene from several years ago, the villain in the story 
proclaims loudly to a lawyer, “You can’t handle the truth!” However, as believers, we can handle 
the truth – in fact, we must handle the truth if we are to be spiritually correct. Truth is so 
important to the apostle John that he mentions it five times in only 13 verses. What is the 
church’s responsibility regarding truth? 
 
I.  THE CHURCH MUST KNOW THE TRUTH (v. 1-3) 
     A.  In the first sentence, John says he loves the lady “in the truth” and that all the others (i.e, 
other churches) who “know the truth” love her as well because of “the truth that lives in us…”  
Why did John emphasize truth so much?  He did so because these heresies which were 
infiltrating the church were denying the truth about who Jesus was and all that had been taught 
about Him. These heresies undermined the foundation of their Christian faith. 
     B. In order to remain strong, a church must be biblically sound. The members of the church 
must know the truth about Jesus and about salvation, or else they will fall for any teaching that 
comes along which might undermine that truth. 
 
II.  THE CHURCH MUST WALK IN THE TRUTH (v. 4-6) 
     A.  In verse 4, John stated that it gave him great joy to find that some of the children were 
“walking in the truth.” To walk in the truth means to obey the commands of God. It means to 
allow the truth of Jesus to permeate every area of our lives. It is much easier to talk about truth, 
or to study truth than it is to obey the truth. 
     B. Notice how many times he uses the word “command” in the verses which follow. When 
you are given a command, you really only have two choices. You can choose to obey, or you 
can choose to disobey. These are the only two options. Disobedience carries with it a price. 
     C.  Jesus is our leader and He issues us commands. We all have a choice – to either obey 
or to disobey. But if we want to be blessed and live a life that is pleasing to God, then we must 
obey by walking in the truth. 
 
III. THE CHURCH MUST GUARD THE TRUTH (v. 7-13) 
     A. John acknowledges that there are many deceivers who do not acknowledge that Jesus 
had come in the flesh. He warns the church to be careful not to lose their own faith because of 
the false teachings of others. In fact, he went so far to say that if someone comes who is 
teaching something other than what they’ve been taught previously, they should not even let 
them into their house or welcome them in the church in any way. It was a warning to guard and 
protect the truth.  
     B. Don’t believe everything you hear from someone just because they claim to be a 
preacher. Always evaluate what you are hearing by the written word of God, which is the 
unchanging standard in this world.  
 
As believers, we can and we must handle the truth so that we can stand firm in the face of false 
teachings about Jesus. Fortunately, we have a truth detector, the unchanging Word of God. 
Anything contrary to His revealed Word is a lie and must not be tolerated in the church.  
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