
Lesson Sixty-one 
 

2nd Peter 

 
 
Author: Though the first verse clearly names Peter as the author of this short letter, there has 
been a great deal of skepticism throughout the centuries as to whether or not he actually wrote 
this letter. As early as the third century, the church leader Origen (died around 253 A.D.) raised 
doubt as to whether or not Peter wrote this letter. Jerome (346-420) included the letter in his 
well-known translation of the Bible which was discussed early in our series, The Vulgate. 
However, in including it, he acknowledged then that there were many who questioned the 
authenticity of the book.  
 
The major reason why the authorship is questioned is due to a very different style in this letter 
than from the first and a difference in content. However, most conservative scholars attribute the 
difference in style to the loss of his personal secretary who helped Peter with the first letter, 
Silas (see 1st Peter 5:12). Others note that there are words which are found only in these two 
books, and in no other, which would indicate the same author. For the most part, conservative 
scholars take it at face value that Peter is truly the author of both books which bear his name.  
 
Audience:  Peter wrote to Christians to whom he had written before (3:1). If this passage refers 
to the letter we have as 1st Peter, then he was writing to the mixed congregations of Jewish and 
Gentile believers in the five regions mentioned in his first letter. However, no one can say for 
sure if it is the same audience or if there is another letter which we no longer have. 
 
Occasion of Writing:  Peter knew that his time on earth was short and he was approaching his 
own death (1:14). He was aware that these Christian friends were facing dangerous teachings 
of false teachers who were denying the saving work of Christ. They also were denying that 
Jesus would actually return. At this time, Peter was perhaps one of the few remaining 
eyewitnesses to the earthly ministry of Jesus. He wanted to remind these believers of the true 
doctrines of faith and encourage the to grow into spiritual maturity. He warned them of listening 
to false teachers and encouraged them with the certainty of Christ’s return. 
 
Key Verse:  “So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are 
firmly established in the truth you now have.”     2 Peter 1:12 
 
 



Why Has God Waited So Long? 
2 Peter 3:1-18 

 
 Throughout history, there have been many predictions which have fallen well short of 
reality. Consider these predictions which obviously fell flat: 

➢ “We don’t like their sound. Groups of guitars are on the way out.”  Decca Records, 
rejecting the Beatles, in 1962.  

➢ “There is no reason for any individual to have a computer in their home.”  Kenneth 
Olsen, president and founder of Digital Equipment Corp., 1977. 

➢ “Television won’t be able to hold on to any market it captures after the first six months. 
People will soon get tired of staring at a plywood box every night.”  Darryl Zanuck, head 
of 20th Century Fox, 1946. 

These failed predictions are fun to laugh about because there are no serious consequences to 
them being wrong. However, there are those who scoff at the second coming of Christ. One 
day, those predictions will be proved wrong as well and there will be serious consequences. 
Peter wrote to his readers to reassure them of the reality of the second coming of Christ. What 
does this passage teach us? 
 
I.  GOD HAS INTERVENED IN HISTORY AND HE WILL AGAIN IN THE FUTURE 
     A. Because things were continuing day after day as they had for years, these scoffers said 
that Jesus was not coming back. That argument is even more prevalent today, two thousand 
years later.  
    B.  Peter reminds them that God created everything in existence. Then he destroyed 
everything in Noah’s day when people were doubting that anything would happen. One day, this 
present earth will be destroyed by fire. We should not forget how God has acted in the past. 
 
II.  GOD IS ETERNAL…..AND PATIENT 
     A. God doesn’t view time in the same way we view time. We are controlled by time, but not 
God. With Him, a day is like a thousand years and a thousand years is like a day. He 
transcends all time. A thousand years seems only like a few days to Him. 
     B. God is waiting because He is patient – He doesn’t want anyone to perish but for everyone 
to come to repentance of their sins. Everyday without the return of Christ is an example of His 
mercy shown to us.  
 
III. GOD IS SOVEREIGN 
    A.  Ultimately, God is control of all history – it is HIS. STORY. He will come like a thief in the 
night. He does not answer to man nor does he listen to the suggestions as to when He should 
come. There will be no early warning and no announcements. 
    B. We should always be careful whenever we hear anyone speak as though they know when 
Jesus will come again. The Bible says no one knows, not even the angels in heaven.  
 
IV. GOD WANTS US TO BE PREPARED 
    A. Peter asks a powerful question – what kind of people ought you to be? He then answers: 
 1.  Live holy and godly lives 
 2.  Make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him. 
 3.  Be on guard so you are not carried away by false doctrine and teachers. 
     B.  We should always be growing in grace and knowledge so that we are at ease with the 
thought of Jesus’ return, regardless of when it comes. 
 
Jesus is surely coming back one day – it may, or may not be in our lifetime – but He is coming 
back. Any delay is strictly out of grace and mercy for us. Let us not question why He has not yet 
returned, but simply do all we can to be ready for that day. 
 
As one fellow eloquently put it:  “I stay ready to keep from having to get ready.”  
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