
Lesson Sixty 
 

1st Peter 

 
 

Author:  The author is identified in verse one as “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.”  Perhaps 
humility kept him from telling all he could have said about himself in this opening line, for Peter 
was the key leader of the early church after the ascension of Jesus. He was the son of Jonah, 
had a brother named Andrew and was a fisherman from Galilee until Jesus called him to 
become an apostle. His given name was Simon, but Jesus said he would be called petros, 
which means “stone” or “rock.”  In Greek, this name is translated Peter and Cephas in Aramaic, 
so you may see both of those names from time to time. Interestingly enough, he is the only 
person in the New Testament named Peter. 
 
The letter was written during a period of time when believers were experiencing persecution 
throughout the Roman Empire, a topic which Peter discusses. Many believe it was around the 
beginning of Nero’s persecution of Christians in 64 A.D. At the time of writing, Peter was 
apparently in the city of Rome. In 5:13 he mentions being in “Babylon” which is used in the book 
of Revelation as well to describe Rome. Because of the persecution, he may not have wanted to 
broadcast openly where he was. According to tradition, he was later crucified in Rome for his 
faith.  
 
Peter wrote the two letters in the New Testament which bear his name and probably 
collaborated with John Mark in writing the second Gospel, the Gospel of Mark.  
 
Audience: The letter is addressed to believers living in the five major provinces of Asia Minor:  
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia.  Today, these places are in northern Turkey. 
The churches there were made up of both Jewish and Gentile believers. Peter does an 
excellent job of addressing each in this letter:  there are references and quotations from the Old 
Testament, as well as exhortations to holy living in spite of growing up without any real 
knowledge of God (1:14).   
 
Purpose of writing:  Peter knew that his believers were already experiencing persecution and 
certainly faced even more. He wrote to them to encourage them to face the persecution in such 
a way that the grace of Jesus Christ would shine brightly through them.  
 



A Life of Painful Joy 
 

1 Peter 1:6-9 
 

 Do you know what an oxymoron is?  It is two words or phrases that are commonly used 
together that seem incongruous or have opposite meanings. There are numerous examples of 
this in our everyday language:  pretty ugly, jumbo shrimp, plastic glasses, taped live, 
government intelligence. . . . . One which we have heard so often may not register on us about 
how completely incongruous it is – GOOD GRIEF. That was Charlie Brown’s favorite saying! It 
begs the question:  can grief ever be good?  Can there ever really be any joy in pain? 
 
 Peter seemed to think so. In our passage this evening, he writes to believers 
experiencing the pain of persecution and encourages them to rejoice in God. However, the 
reason we can have joy in the midst of the pain is because of Jesus Christ. Let’s focus a little 
more on what Peter has to teach us in this passage. There are three principles to remember 
that we see in this passage. 
 
I.  PAIN IS BRIEF 
     A.  In verse 6, he acknowledges, “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.” He doesn’t deny that the people are, in fact, 
suffering grief. He doesn’t dismiss their pain. However, it does acknowledge that it is only “for a 
little while.”  
    B.  Duration of time is a relative thing. “A long time” might mean two or three minutes if you 
are talking about holding one’s breath; it might mean forty-five minutes to an hour if you are 
talking about how long the preacher is preaching; it could mean a week if you are referring to 
how long your company is staying at your home! It is all relative. 
    C. When you are talking about enduring pain and suffering, however, it sure doesn’t seem 
like there is anything about it which is brief or short. When you are dealing with grief over the 
loss of a loved one, the pain of divorce, the uncertainty of a disease, it seems as though the 
pain will be there forever. However, we must remember that even time is relative. We were not 
created for time alone; we were created for eternity. God created us to spend eternity with Him 
and, in light of eternity, our temporary pain we experience on this earth really is brief.  
 
II.  PAIN PURIFIES OUR FAITH 
     A.  In verse 7, Peter states, “these have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold 
– may be proved genuine. . . .” Peter compares our faith to the purification process of gold. Gold 
is often embedded in rocks and must be refined. To do that, it is put in a crucible and heated. As 
the gold melts, the impurities in the gold are separated and removed. The heat is necessary to 
purify the gold. 
    B. When we are saved, we receive something invaluable through faith. Yet, that faith has 
impurities in it. We are not yet all that we will be. Though we have faith, we do not have a 
perfect faith. Trials can be used by God to perfect our faith and to remove the impurities in it. 
This is not to say that God is the author of all suffering, but that God can work through suffering 
to strengthen our faith as we turn to Him. 
 
III. PAIN FORCES US TO FOCUS ON JESUS 
    A.  He goes on to say, “though you have not seen Him, you love him; and even though you 
do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.”  
This is the essence of faith – believing in that which we have not yet seen. Peter had seen 
Jesus face to face and knew Him, but he was writing to people who had not seen, yet believed. 
    B. Pain often helps us focus on Him even more. C.S. Lewis wrote, “God whispers to us in our 
pleasures, but He shouts to us in our pain.”   
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