
Lesson Fifty-eight 
 

Hebrews 
 

 
Author:  The authorship of Hebrews is a long-standing question among biblical scholars. In fact, 
questions about authorship of this book go back at least as far as the church father Origen, who 
stated that God alone knew who wrote this book. There are some who state the Paul is the 
author, though this is unlikely since Hebrews 2:3-4 seems to indicate a second-generation 
Christian. In the earliest centuries, there were suggestions that either Barnabas or Luke wrote 
the book. Martin Luther is credited with suggesting Apollos wrote the work. All of which is to say 
that Origen was correct:  only God knows for sure who the human author of this book is. 
 
Audience: As the title suggests, this letter was written to the “Hebrews.” That it was intended for 
an audience with a Jewish background seems without question. The book can only truly be 
appreciated as it is read in conjunction with the Old Testament book of Leviticus. There is a 
great deal of information about the Jewish sacrificial system and the role of the high priest in 
offering sacrifices. It is unlikely that such a letter would have been intended for those who had 
no prior knowledge or understanding of Jews laws and traditions. 
 
Though it is obvious that the letter was intended for Jews who had now become Christians, no 
one can say for certain where this community of Hebrews lived. Some see the reference in 
13:24 as indication that they were Jews living in Italy, possibly even Rome. However, there is no 
real evidence to support this fact. In complete honesty, we must admit we don’t know who wrote 
this letter or to whom it was written with any certainty. 
 
Purpose of Writing: It may have been that these Jewish believers were being persecuted for 
their faith and were considering a return to Judaism, which was legal in Rome (10:32-29).  
Some may have already quit associating with the believers (10:25).  Therefore, the author of 
this letter wrote to these believers to encourage them to stand strong and to remind them of the 
superiority of Christ over everything else in the world.  
 
The key word in this book is “superior” or “better” which is used 12 times throughout the work 
(Greek word kreitton or kreisson). The author makes the point repeatedly that Jesus Christ is 
superior to the angels, superior to Moses, superior to the Old Testament law and that He offered 
a superior sacrifice with established a superior covenant.  
 
 



The Superiority of Jesus 
Hebrews 1:1-4 

 
Author and preacher John McArthur has a marvelous way of explaining man’s longing for God. 
He describes man as living in a box, the walls of which are time and space, the finite qualities 
that make man only a natural being. Outside of this box is what we would call supernatural, 
something beyond time and space. Deep down in each of us is the certainty of the supernatural, 
of something outside our box. Everyone wants to experience this supernatural. By using his 
intellect, man tries to get outside the limits of his box to experience the supernatural and be free 
from his own box. For a Buddhist, if he can get enough good karma, he can get out of the box. 
Other religions, such as Islam and Confusianism, if you work hard enough you can get out of 
the box. But the problem is that natural beings cannot experience the supernatural on their own:  
we cannot reach beyond ourselves. To experience the supernatural, we must have the 
supernatural condescend and meet us. That is what separates Christianity from all other 
religions of the world. Christianity is the story of God reaching down to man.  God became man 
and entered our box.  The writer of Hebrews tells us why this makes Jesus superior to all else. 
 
I.  THE PREPARATION FOR JESUS INDICATES HIS SUPERIORITY 
     A.  God spoke through the prophets, that is, God gave to them revelation of Himself which 
they shared with others. God desired to show us what was beyond our own little box, so he 
spoke to us and revealed himself. 
     B. Consider, the Old Testament was written over a period of 1500 years by more than forty 
different writers. It includes poetry, history, songs, warnings, teachings and more. But it was all 
given for one specific reason:  to prepare for the coming of Jesus! 
 1. Micah told us where Jesus would be born. 
 2.  Isaiah told us He would be born of a virgin and be an heir to throne of David. 
 3.  Zechariah told us of His triumphal entry. 
We could look at others but the point is that all of the Old Testament is a shadow of what was to 
come. The Old Testament is the promise; the New Testament is the fulfillment. That fulfillment is 
found completely in the person of Jesus Christ.  
 
II.  THE PRESENTATION OF JESUS INDICATES HIS SUPERIORITY 
     A.  In presenting the facts about Jesus, the writer reveals the characteristics of Jesus that 
make Him superior to anything and everyone: 
 1.  Heir of all things – everything that exists will only find its true meaning when it comes 
under the final control of Jesus. 
 2.  Creator of all things – He is not inheriting that which He has no connection to. He 
created all things and without Him, nothing exists. 
 3.  The radiance of God’s glory – no man could look at God’s glory and live; but in Jesus 
we can look at Him and see God. In Jesus, the glory of God is voluntarily veiled so we can see. 
 4.  The exact representation of His being – Jesus is not just a good man, or a great 
teacher. When you look at Jesus, you are looking at God. 
     B. John 1:14 says the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. He left His glory to come into 
our box so that we could know Him. 
 
III.  THE PURIFICATION OF JESUS INDICATES HIS SUPERIORITY  
      A. The opening verses introduce a theme that is revisited often in Hebrews – that Jesus 
provided an atonement for our sins and purified us from unrighteousness. 
     B.  Hebrews 7:27 states that Jesus died for our sins once and for all. We are all sinners and 
we will either pay for our sins ourselves, or we will accept Christ’s payment on our behalf. 
 
IV.  THE POSITION OF JESUS TODAY INDICATES HIS SUPERIORITY 
     A.  Jesus sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. This is a seat of authority. This 
is a seat of honor. He sat down because He completed all that was necessary for salvation. 
    B.  However, one day this same Jesus will come again and all will bow and worship Him! 
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