
Lesson Fifty-six 
 

Titus 

 

 

Author:  The letter to Titus is the third of Paul’s “pastoral epistles” and was probably written 

about the same time Paul wrote the letters to Timothy which have been previously studied. The 

letter is addressed to Titus, who another of Paul’s apprentices in ministry.  

Who Is Titus? Titus was a Gentile convert (Galatians 2:3) who worked and served with Paul. He 

likely was led to Christ by Paul, since Paul refers to him as “my true son in our common faith” 

(1:4). Titus may have been from the city of Antioch, where people were first called Christians. 

Titus accompanied Paul on his missionary journeys and went with him to Jerusalem when Paul 

gave a defense of his ministry to the Gentiles. Apparently, Titus impressed the believers in 

Jerusalem as well.  

Titus was with Paul in Ephesus on his third missionary journey and was also Paul’s ambassador 

to the church at Corinth. It was Titus who carried the “severe letter” which was lost as well as 

the letter of 2nd Corinthians (2 Cor. 7:6-7, 8:6, 16).   

Sometime after Paul left Timothy behind in Ephesus, Paul and Titus traveled on to Crete. Paul 

didn’t stay there long, but left Titus there to provide leadership to the churches on the island. 

Later, Paul wrote this letter to Titus to help him know what to teach to the Cretan churches. 

The last time Paul mentions Titus is in 2 Timothy 4:10. Paul indicates that Titus went to 

Dalmatia, which is in modern-day Balkans. Paul wanted Titus to come to Nicopolis and spend 

the winter with him there (3:12).  No one knows if Titus made it there to see Paul or not. 

Tradition states that Titus eventually returned to the island of Crete and spent the remainder of 

his life serving the churches there.  

The people of Crete:  Crete is one of the largest islands in the Mediterranean Sea. It is not 

known exactly when the Gospel reached the people there. The people of Crete, however, had a 

bad reputation. They were known as “always liars, evil brutes and lazy gluttons.” Paul said, “this 

testimony is true!” (1:12-13).  When Paul was shipwrecked, it was because the captain of the 

ship he was a passenger on didn’t want to have to spend the winter in Crete! 

 



Reminders For Everyday Living 

Titus 3:1-8 

As we have already stated, the people of Crete had quite the reputation as liars, evil 

brutes and lazy gluttons. It would be natural for those Christians living on the island whose lives 

had been changed by Christ to look down on those who were still doing what seemed “natural” 

to them. Worse, one could see a situation where believers might even become hostile toward 

the people in their community who did not live up to their standards. Paul wrote to Titus to tell 

him what to teach the people regarding how they should live their lives each day around non-

believers. This is an important teaching that is very relevant to us today. 

Many people know believers more for what they are against than for what they are for. In 

fact, many non-believers feel that Christians are angry, mean people who are actually their 

enemies. What can we learn from Paul’s instructions to Titus about how we should live our lives 

every day? 

I.  REMEMBER YOUR DUTIES (3:1-2) 
     A.  Paul begins by reminding Titus to teach the church to watch their actions: 
 1.  Be subject to those in authority – this teaching is repeated many times throughout the  
 pages of Scripture, so it bears emphasizing here:  being a Christian means being a good 
 citizen. We are to be subject to those placed in positions of authority whether we always 
 agree with them or not. Remember, Paul is writing to people who are living under the  
 dominion of the Roman emperor. We are called to be obedient, with the only exception  
 being if they ordered believers to do what was contrary to the Word of God. 
 2.  Be ready to do good – believers should be known for their good deeds. In fact, this  
 teaching indicates that believers should actually be looking for opportunities to do good 
 to others. How different would believers’ reputations be if we were known more for doing 
 good to all people as opposed to be angry toward those who disagree with us? 
 3.  Be quiet – your momma may have told you that if you didn’t have anything good to  
 say then don’t say anything at all. That is a good teaching. Paul wanted Titus to teach  
 the people not to slander anyone. We don’t have to say everything we think about  
 someone. Many times, it is better just to remain silent. 
     B.  Of course, the basis for actions is found in our attitudes. Paul has something to say about 
 that as well: 
 1.  Be peaceable and considerate -   in Romans, the Bible commands us that, so far as it 
 depends on us, we should live at peace with everyone. It does not always depend on us, 
 but we should be known as being peaceable, considerate people who try to avoid  
 conflict rather than being the ones who initiate it. 
 2.  Be humble – this is really the bottom line in relating to others in a manner that is  
 Pleasing to God. Humility is not thinking less of ourselves; it is thinking of ourselves less. 
 
II.  REMEMBER YOUR LIFE IN CHRIST (3:3-7) 
     A.  A part of being humble is remembering who you were before Christ changed you. Paul  
 reminded his readers that at one time, they were just like the most evil people they  
 encountered. Before Christ we all were “foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by 
 all kinds of passions and pleasures…..Without Christ, we are no different than the worst 
 person we may encounter. 
     B. However, we should also remember who we are because of Christ. By the kindness and 
 love of Christ, we were saved, not by anything we had done, but because of His mercy 
 which he generously poured out on us.  
 
III. REMEMBER YOUR MISSION (3:8) 
     A.  The bottom line is this: we should devote ourselves to doing what is good. 
     B.  That is the standard we should use to evaluate everything else in our lives. 
 


