
Lesson Fifty-five 
 

2nd Timothy 
 

 

 

Author: As stated in the introduction to 1st Timothy, the apostle Paul is the author of this letter to 

his young apprentice in ministry, Timothy.  Most believe that Timothy was likely still in the city of 

Ephesus, serving as the senior pastor of the church there. This is the second of the “pastoral 

epistles” written by Paul. 

Occasion For Writing:  After having initially been released from prison, Paul has been rearrested 

and in an unknown dungeon somewhere in Rome. The Roman government became 

increasingly hostile toward Christianity after the great fire in Rome in A.D. 64 when Nero made 

Christians the scapegoat for the disaster. Paul’s earlier confinements had been relatively easy, 

but this one was different. He was in a dungeon without adequate clothing as winter approached 

(4:13).  

As he sat in prison, Paul was virtually alone. Only Luke had access to him. Others had 

abandoned him or, like Timothy, were off somewhere else doing the work of ministry. Paul was 

convinced that he would soon be executed for his faith (4:16).  He desperately wanted to see 

Timothy one more time before he died and so he twice begged Timothy to come see him (4:9, 

21). He also wanted his books, his coat and to see Mark before he died (4:12-13). We do not 

know whether Timothy was able to make it to Rome in time to say goodbye to his friend and 

mentor before Paul was executed. 

Date: Most scholars believe this letter is the last thing Paul wrote before he was killed. As best 

as can be established, it was probably written around A.D. 66-67.  According to tradition, not 

long after that, Pau was beheaded for his faith. 

Purpose in writing:  These were Paul’s last words to Timothy, so he wanted to encourage 

Timothy to remain faithful, even in the face of hardship. Those are powerful words coming from 

someone who knows he is about to die for his faith.  

 



Why Explore the Bible? 
2 Timothy 3:14-16 

 
 In Washington D.C. there is a government agency known as the National Institute of 
Standard and Weights. It has the unique responsibility of setting standards by housing perfect 
examples of weights and measurements used in our society. For instance, there is a perfect 
pound there, which is the standard by which anything weighed in pounds is measured against. 
There is a perfect meter and a perfect 12 inch ruler. If we did not have a standard, then weights 
and measurements could change over the years. A ruler could be made that was actually only 
11.5” long or a yard might be measured at only 2.5’ long. Everyone acknowledges there is a 
need for a standard. 
 There is also a standard for life. We measure our lives by this unchanging standard. It is 
called the Bible. It is the standard for those who claim to follow Christ. That is why Paul 
instructed Timothy to remain faithful to the teachings of Scripture. There are three important 
concepts that should be considered in light of this teaching from 2 Timothy. 
 
I.  INSPIRATION 
     A.  This passage teaches us that all Scripture is “inspired by God” or is “God-breathed.” To 
say that Scripture is inspired does not mean that someone was inspired to write it in, say the 
same way Shakespeare was inspired to write Romeo and Juliet. The phrase has a deeper 
meaning than that. It means that God is the ultimate author and preserver of Scripture. The 
Bible doesn’t just contain truth….it IS truth. 
     B. This doesn’t mean that God merely dictated the Bible to human authors. 2 Peter 1:21 is 
key to understanding inspiration. It says, For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but 
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  To be carried along is a 
nautical term to describe a ship that has lost its rudder. It is still a ship, but it is ultimately under 
the control of the tides. That describes the men who wrote the Bible:  they maintained their own 
human characteristics as they wrote the Bible, but they were completely under the control of the 
Holy Spirit as they wrote. They were “carried along” by Him in their writings. This means you 
can rely on the word of God that makes it unique among writings. 
    
II.  SALVATION 
     A.  Paul noted that all Timothy had learned from the Scriptures made him “wise for salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ.”  This is important to note.  First, it reminds us of the purpose of 
Scripture:  the Bible points us to salvation through Jesus Christ.  The Bible contains history, but 
is not a history book.  The Bible mentions places that are verified by archeology, but it is not an 
archeology book. The Bible is not contradicted by science, but it is not a science book. The 
Bible is a book about Jesus. That is its central purpose and aim. It leads us to an understanding 
of salvation through Christ. 
     B.  Secondly, this reminds us that the Bible is ALL we need in order to know how to be 
saved. There is no Bible PLUS some extra revelation in order to know the path to God. 
Everything you need to know concerning salvation is contained within the pages of Scripture. 
 
III. TRANSFORMATION 
     A.  Paul reminds Timothy that Scripture is useful. It is not given just to be read and enjoyed. 
It is useful for transforming our lives. Notice the ways in which we are to use Scripture daily: 
 1.  Teaching – the Bible teaches us about the ways of God, what God is like, what God 
expects from us, how we are to relate to others and more. It teaches us how to live.  
 2.  Rebuking – this is not a word we use much these days. However, it means to point 
out our faults or to expose error or sin. When we read Scripture, it rebukes us by pointing out to 
us areas where we are not pleasing to God and where we’ve gotten off track. 
 3.  Correcting – God doesn’t just point out what’s wrong though; He also tells us how to 
get right. It corrects our behavior by showing what we SHOULD be doing. 
 4.  Training in righteousness – the Bible helps us take our faith to a higher level. As 
stated last week, this is not a passive activity. We use the Bible to strive to be better spiritually. 
 


